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'The concept for this collection began in 2019 when Han was chatting with Phil
Nel—her colleague at Kansas State University, renowned children’s literature
scholar, and co-editor of Keywords for Childrens Literature. That day, Phil and
Han just happened to talk about the keywords essay genre and how the field of
technical and professional communication might benefit from having a keywords
collection. Thank you, Phil, for that catalyzing conversation!

After thinking about the scope and potential significance of the project, Han
was very interested but immediately knew that she needed at least one skilled
co-editor to make it happen. Thankfully, Jonathan said yes! It was an easy deci-
sion for Jonathan to make, for he often wished for a resource similar to Keywords
in Writing Studies when teaching graduate courses in technical and professional
communication. And from previous projects, he knew Han to be both an astute
editor and a great collaborator.

Still, this collection would have remained just an idea if not for the support
and work of our 44 fellow contributors. We thank you for your confidence in
this project and in us as editors, your willingness to work with guidelines that
challenged your typical writing processes, and the knowledge and insight you
brought to your individual contributions. Working with so many contributors—
and working through the COVID-19 pandemic—meant inevitable delays and
complications. We thank our contributors for their patience and perseverance
and for celebrating each milestone with us as the project slowly took shape.

We were delighted when Johndan Johnson-Eilola and Stuart Selber agreed
to write the foreword for this volume, and their reflective work provides a shrewd
opening frame for the collection. Likewise, we are indebted to Kristen Moore
and Lauren Cagle for suggesting the inclusive citation audit, which both greatly
informed the editorial process and served as the basis for their afterword written
with Nicole Lowman. Their analysis and suggestions to authors led to more in-
clusive references in the final draft and a better acknowledgement of our debt to
marginalized and underrepresented scholars.

We want to thank Lisa Melongon, Series Editor of Foundations and Innova-
tions in Technical and Professional Communication, for her enthusiasm for the
project and for arranging informative and critically constructive peer reviews. We
are also grateful for the work of the anonymous reviewers; their comments and
suggestions improved every chapter.

Our publisher Mike Palmquist and his colleagues at the WAC Clearinghouse
are superb professionals to work with. They made the production process of the
book as smooth for us as possible, and we are so grateful for their labor.

Finally, we'd like to acknowledge our students, past and present, whose ques-
tions, passions, needs, and interests inspired our work on this volume. We hope
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it helps you as you navigate the terminological complexity of technical and pro-
fessional communication.



